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Preface 

 
 
 

The Directorate General of Commercial Intelligence & Statistics (DGCIS) has been compiling data and publishing various reports on 

internal trade statistics on an annual basis. One part of internal trade consists of trade through land, called Inland Trade, which is published in 

a separate publication. And in this present publication we provide the in-depth information on the other part, that is, internal trade through 

sea, which is technically called Coastal Trade.  This current issue of the publication entitled as ‘Statistics of the Inland Coasting Trade 

Consignments of India’ contains data on internal trade by sea pertaining to the financial year 2018-19.  

 

This Publication contains data on Value and Quantity figures of all commodities moved by sea amongst different maritime trade blocks 

of India presented in seven tables and three graphs in all. 

 

It is hoped that this edition would prove useful to the regular readers and subscribers of this publication. Comments and suggestions 

for improvement of the forthcoming issues are welcome. 
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Introductory Note: Scope, Coverage and Source of Coastal Trade Statistics 
 
 

 
Coastal Trade Statistics relate to data on Trade Consignments of commodities passing from one port to another by sea within India. It does not include 
trade of India with foreign countries, statistics for which are available at the DGCIS portal www.dgciskol.nic.in. 
 
The statistics are based on the Daily Trade Returns (DTRs) received on import basis from different ports and Customs Authorities. Custom authorities 

prepare them from relevant Bills of entry giving details of the inward consignments moving into the ports. In respect of Lakshadweep, however, no 

arrangement exists for recording the arrival of merchandise. The information regarding Lakshadweep are collected from the special returns furnished by 

the Assistant Commissioner of Customs, Cochin. 

 

For the purpose of Coastal Trade Statistics, Sea ports of India have been grouped under 12 Maritime Blocks viz. (1) Andaman and Nicobar Islands, (2) 

Andhra Pradesh, (3) Goa, (4) Gujrat, (5) Karnataka, (6) Kerala, (7) Lakshadweep, (8) Maharashtra, (9) Odisha, (10) Puducherry (11) Tamil Nadu and (12) 

West Bengal. 

 

Transactions between one maritime block and another are covered under inter-maritime or internal-maritime block consignments. Accordingly, data on 

shipments between one port and another within the same block are treated as the internal trade of the concerned maritime block and are taken into account 

separately in compilation of Coastal Trade Statistics. On the other hand, the movement of consignments from one trade block to another is treated as inter 

maritime- block trade. Further, the inter block movement of goods have also been classified on the basis of their block of origin and block of destination. 

Movement of goods classified on the basis of origin is shown as Outward movement of goods from those blocks. On the other hand, the movement of 

goods classified on the basis of their destination is shown in the tables as Inward movement of goods into those trade blocks.  The commodities are 

presented as per the ITC (HS) 8 digit classifications as adopted for Foreign Trade Compilation. 

 

From previous year a new initiative has been started. This office receives some data from the port offices which do not contain the value figures of the 

commodities traded. Rather than discarding such precious information, the value of goods of such transactions have been statistically estimated using the 

rest of the data received from other sources. This helped in increasing the coverage of this publication significantly. 

 

The data has been represented in seven tables and three graphs. Table-I shows the inter block movements of Coastal Trade in terms of value. Table I(A) 

shows the Inward and Outward movements of Inland Coasting Trade while Graph I depicts the same in pictorial form.  Table-II indicates the total quantities 

and values by commodities. Table II(A) shows the trade statistics for Inter and Internal Maritime Block movements of goods. Table-III contains data in 

respect of individual maritime blocks (Inward, Outward and Internal Trade) by commodities and by blocks of origin or destination. Table IV contains data 

in respect of individual maritime blocks for inward trade of major head of commodities by their block of origin while Table IV(A) indicates the Inland 

Coasting Trade of Commodities by Maritime Blocks in summary form. Graphs II(A) and II(B) shows the percentage share of values for Inter and Internal 

Maritime Blocks, respectively. 

 
For convenience of the readers, the Tables are also being published in MS Excel format. In case any discrepancy is found between the pdf version and the MS Excel version, the latter may 

be treated as final. 


